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INTRODUCTION :
 A crash cart is the trolley for storing life saving equipment and 

drugs in hospital setup

 The cart characterized by being easily movable and readily 

accessible into all side of the cart for quickly viewing , 

removing equipment , drugs during crisis situation.



DEFINITION:

 It is a means of storing and transporting vital equipment and 

drugs which may be required during a code blue(cardiac 

emergency) to the location of the emergency 



POLICY:
 Crash cart must be checked by head nurse/staff nurse every 

shift and document in checklist.

 Standardization must be maintained Through out institution.

 Crash cart item must be checked monthly for expiry dates.

 Each unit will have crash cart placed in an easily place 

accessible location. 



OBJECTIVES :

 To identify what is the crash cart consist of 

 To identify how to arrange crash cart contents according to 

policy listed from CBAHI(Central Board for Accreditation 

of health care Institution )

 To determine role of nurse during checking on the crash cart





PURPOSES:
 Providing immediate access to supplies and medication In 

emergency situations.

 Facilitates coordination of emergency equipments.

 Facilitates staff familiarity to equipment.

 Its helps to ensure a properly stocked emergency cart readily 

available.

 It helps to save the valuable time at the time of emergency.



CRASH CART ARRANGEMENT: 
TOP
 Defibrillator with leads

 Ambu bag adult, paediatric 

 Laryngoscope with all number of blades

 Sty let , tongue depressor torch  etc.,



 Below the resuscitation equipment small compartment contains 

 ECG leads 

 Xylocaine  jelly 

 Plasters

 Surgical blades



SIDES:

 O2 cylinder

 Cardiac board

 Handheld suction apparatus

 I V Stand 



 RIGHT SIDE OF CASH CART:

Surgical items 

• LIFT SIDE OF CASH CART:

Medical items

• BOTTEM  OF CASH CART:

Contains I .V. Fluids



MANAGEMENT

Contributing factors to patient safety events

 Medication errors and mix-ups

 Missing, expired, damaged, contaminated, and unavailable 
equipment or medications

 Empty O2 cylinder

 Drained batteries on equipment or equipment failure

 Carts secured with heavy tapes or padlocks, preventing 
immediate access

 Carts not checked periodically 

 Staff unable to locate cash cart leads to delay

 Staff is unfamiliar with item stored and with procedures using 
the cash cart when responding to life threatening emergency, 
how to stock or restock the cash cart 



MONTHLY CASH CART DRUGS CHECKLIST
S.NO NAME OF

THE DRUG
QUANTITY EXPIRY 

DATE 
REMARKS 

1 INJ:ATROPIN 2v 20-02-2020

2

3

4

Sign of S/N 

Sign of H/N

Date:









DISPLAY POLICY IN PHARMACY
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